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Arizona Treasurer Kimberly Yee and AZ529, Arizona’s Education

Savings Plan, Announce Statewide Future Career Art Contest Winners
19 Winners Selected from a Record-high of 906 Entries

PHOENIX, AZ — Arizona Treasurer Kimberly Yee honored 19 Arizona kindergarten through sixth grade
students as winners of the fourth-annual AZ529 Future Career Art Contest. The 19 winners represent
different schools among district, charter, private schools, Bureau of Indian Education and homeschools,
representing all of Arizona’s 15 counties.

“Through our statewide contests, we continue to spark excitement in young people about their future
careers and encourage them to start planning early for higher-education expenses. We’ve reached
communities across Arizona to share this important message about expanding educational possibilities for
every student. An AZ529 Education Savings Plan helps make that journey possible,” said Arizona
Treasurer Kimberly Yee. “Each winning student received $529 to open or contribute to an AZ529
Education Savings Plan, giving them a boost towards their long-term goals. These savings can open doors
to countless pathways, including college, community college, trade school, workforce training,
apprenticeships and more.”

AZ529, Arizona’s Education Savings Plan together with the Arizona State Treasurer’s Office invited K-
6th graders across Arizona to draw, paint or find a creative way to make an art piece representing their
dream job. A total of 19 winners were selected from 906 entries. The entries were reviewed by a panel of
judges and scored based on the content, creativity, organization and originality of the artwork.

“We saw a record number of entries in this year’s contest, with students from every part of Arizona
submitting artwork that showcased their vision of a dream job and highlighted the creativity of our state’s
future leaders,” said Arizona Treasurer Kimberly Yee. “As I’ve visited all 15 counties to promote the
AZ529 Education Savings Plan, it's wonderful to see families of all income levels begin to create endless
possibilities for their children by investing in an AZ529 Plan. In just 64 months under my leadership, we
have helped families open more than 67,588 new AZ529 accounts.”

The AZ529 Education Savings Plan offers a tax-free approach to setting money aside for college,
community college, vocational training, trade school and other educational avenues for high school
graduates. Arizona residents can receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax deduction for contributions made to
an AZ529 account each year, of up to $2,000 per beneficiary or $4,000 per beneficiary, depending on
filing status. Funds earned over time will remain tax-free when used for a wide variety of covered
educational expenses. Additionally, 529 plan beneficiaries can now rollover unused funds into a Roth
IRA, up to a $35,000 lifetime limit free of income tax or tax penalties. Friends and family members may
also add to a child’s AZ529 Plan at any time and earn the same tax benefits for themselves. For more
information about AZ529, visit http://www.az529.gov.
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2026 AZ529 Future Career Art Contest Winners:

Kindergarten:
e Ava, Salt River Elementary Tribal School, Maricopa County

1% Grade:
e Julianna, Homeschool, Cochise County
e Maritza, Kenilworth Elementary School, Maricopa County

2" Grade:
e Kiloe, Charles Bejarano Elementary School, Gila County
e Akira, New Vistas Center for Education, Maricopa County
e Sagan, Dove Mountain CSTEM K-8 School, Pima County

3" Grade:
e Sofia, Thatcher Elementary School, Graham County
e Addison, Bonnie Brennan Elementary School, Navajo County
e Leonardo, Calabasas School, Santa Cruz County

4™ Grade:
Owen, Sanders Elementary School, Apache County

e Everleigh, Mountain Charter School, Coconino County

e John, Salome Elementary School, La Paz County

e Tala, Running River Private School, Yavapai County
51 Grade

e Amiana, Bonita Elementary School, Graham County
e Tomi, Legacy Traditional School — NW Tucson, Pima County
e Kenya, Tierra Del Sol Elementary, Yuma County

6" Grade
e Jennifer, Fairbanks Middle School, Greenlee County
e Savannah, Desert Star Academy, Mohave County
e Roberto, Mary C. O’Brien Elementary, Pinal County

To see the winning artwork, visit https://az529.gov/art-contest-winners/.
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